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Obie Anthony & George Floyd: Holding Both Law 
Enforcement and Prosecutors Accountable for Misconduct  
An exoneree and the people who helped set him free discuss why prosecutorial misconduct 
should be put under the same spotlight as police brutality after the death of George Floyd. 
  
By Dylan Harriman 
 
In October 2011, Obie Anthony walked out of prison a free man. He spent 17 years in prison for 
a crime he did not commit. Instead of reconciliation, Anthony now seeks change through action.  
 
“It’s like the door was about to open and it’s a whole other situation. I was active as soon as I 
walked out of the door,” said Anthony. “I hit the ground running.”  
 
In 1995, the prosecutor who pursued Anthony’s murder conviction won by making an 
undisclosed plea deal in exchange for false eye-witness testimony. Imprisoned at 19, Anthony 
lost 17 years of his life. However, the prosecutor who put Anthony behind bars never faced a 
reprimand. Freed at 36, Anthony now works to stop wrongful convictions and give new 
exonerees the resources they need to build a new life.  
 
The Criminal Law Bulletin estimates that 10,000 people are wrongfully convicted for serious 
crimes each year. According to the California Innocence Project, as many as 42% of cases in 
which wrongful convictions are overturned involve some form of prosecutorial misconduct.  
 
After winning lawsuits for civil damages in Los Angeles, Anthony founded Exonerated Nation, a 
non profit organization focused on providing exonerees a pathway back to a normal life. 
Anthony is also currently lobbying for passage of legislation, like AB 1909, to penalize 
prosecutorial misconduct, which he hopes will disincentivize wrongful convictions.  
 
According to Anthony, “AB 1909 is a common-sense accountability measure, a small step that 
sends the message to those few prosecutors who violate their oath and seek to win a case at all 
costs.” 
 
Anthony’s fight against prosecutorial misconduct is comparable to the recent national out-cry to 
re-examine the power and funding given to law enforcement after the death of George Floyd. In 
the same way police are being held accountable for wrongdoing in the streets, those who worked 



on Anthony’s post-conviction case believe prosecutors should be held to the same level of 
scrutiny for misconduct in the courtroom.  
 
“The public wasn't aware of how powerful . . . prosecutors are in the justice system,” said Adam 
Grant, Program Director at the Loyola Law School’s Project for the Innocent. “A lot of things 
that have happened are not just police issues, but prosecutorial issues.” 
 
Grant worked on Anthony’s case for years, both as a law student and an attorney.  
 
It [Anthony’s case] was a classic sort of Innocence Project case,” said Grant. He explained that 
most of the innocence cases pursued at the Project involve some form of police or prosecutorial 
misconduct.  
 
Efforts to enact change by people like Anthony have impressed Grant, but he hopes that the 
recent national focus on criminal justice reform can be applied to bad prosecutors just as much as 
it currently focuses on bad cops.  
 
“It’s similar to when we talk about “defunding the police”. . . I feel like it has to be the same 
conversation with prosecutors,” said Grant. 
 
Grant’s former colleague on Anthony’s case, investigator Deborah Crawford, also thinks bad 
prosecutors should be held accountable. However, she worries about how long-held favorable 
public perception of police and prosecutors may undermine calls for such reform.  
 
“People have the mindset that police officers and district attorneys are good and do good for the 
people. It’s hard to erase that,” said Crawford. 
 
Crawford believes that prosecutors who engage in serious misconduct should be subject to more 
public attention.  
 
“The prosecutor that put Obie away for 17 years, their face should be on the six o'clock news 
with an explanation of what they did, and maybe that would slow their roll,” said Crawford.  
 
Anthony says that the average person is not aware of the great responsibility prosecutors bear for 
false convictions. As occurred in his case, Anthony believes that prosecutors found to have 
committed misconduct often do not receive adequate punishment.  
 
“These bad prosecutors who get caught are just retired and given a pension that the taxpayers 
have to pay for. And do the people know that? I don’t think so,” said Anthony. 



 
Research confirms Anthony’s claim that unethical prosecutors often do not face stringent 
consequences. The Center for Public Integrity found that in 44 cases of prosecutorial misconduct 
surveyed from 1970 to 2018, only 14 prosecutors had their license suspended or were disbarred, 
while 27 either received no punishment, or were merely given private or public censures.  
 
Anthony thinks that for prosecutorial misconduct reform to become as prevalent as the current 
outcry for police reform, people will need to feel as affected by it as they were when they saw 
the video of George Floyd being killed. 
 
“It’s the house burning down the street thing,” said Anthony. 
 
“If there’s a fire five houses down, the neighbor doesn’t care. But when the fire starts to spread 
down, they start getting concerned only . . . because it’s at their house. The massive majority of 
the people are unaware [of prosecutorial misconduct] because they haven’t been affected by it.”  
 
However, Anthony and those who helped exonerate him are optimistic after the national 
response to George Floyd’s death.  
 
According to Crawford, “People are beginning to be tolerant of the possibility that maybe things 
do need to change.”  
 


