
Zavion Johnson was exonerated in 2018 after spending 16 years and 4 
days in prison for a crime he did not commit. Over the last few years, he 
has been working with fellow exonerees and allies to highlight the chal-
lenges exonerees face upon returning to their communities. Zavion cur-
rently resides in the Bay Area and serves as an advisory board member 
for Exonerated Nation. As a Project COPE research assistant, he is in-
volved in the development of the survey instrument, study design,  
outreach, recruitment, and data collection.  

 

Gloria Killian was wrongfully convicted in 1986 and received a 32 year to life sentence. After her exon-
eration in 2002, Gloria co-authored a book about her experiences and became executive director of the 
Action Committee for Women in Prison, an organization that works to improve conditions of female 
prisoners. She currently resides in the Southern California and works as a criminal justice advocate. As a 
Project COPE research assistant, she is involved in the development of the survey instrument, study  
design, outreach, recruitment, and data collection.  
 

Obie Anthony is a California exoneree and the President and Founder of  
Exonerated Nation. He provides consultation on all aspects of our study, in-

cluding design, recruitment of study participants, and planning. In 1995, Obie was wrongfully convicted 
and sentenced to life without parole and incarcerated for 17 years. He is committed to transforming the 
experiences of exonerees after release, and building a community that can provide safety, stability, and 
healing to wrongfully convicted Californians. Obie is a proud recipient of the 2017 Rockwood Leadership 

Institute Returning Citizens Fellowship.  
 

Arene Rushdan is the social support navigator for Project COPE and a health care professional with 
over 30 years of nursing experience. In addition to a compassionate spirit, she has firsthand understand-
ing of barriers as the wife of exoneree, Khalil Rushdan. Arene has self-published inspirational books and 
is currently pursuing a PhD in psychology with emphasis in cognition and instruction that will be used to 
gain more knowledge and develop effective educational strategies towards barriers. 

Gayle Cummings is Project COPE’s Principal Investigator and Assistant Dean/ 
Director of the Touro University California (TUC) Public Health Program. She 

serves as the liaison between Exonerated Nation personnel and Public Health Program researchers in all 
aspects of the study, including design, recruitment of study participants and planning. Her research inter-
ests include evaluation focused on the social determinants of health and health inequities, impact of crim-
inal justice policies on community health, public health impacts of wrongful conviction and exoneration, 
the collateral consequences of justice involvement.  

 

Carly Strouse is an assistant professor in the TUC Public Health Program. She is responsible for Project 
COPE’s data analysis plan, support with the development of the survey, study design, and analysis. 
Among her research interests are program evaluation of medical care programs for the formerly incar-
cerated, impact of neighborhoods on maternal and child health outcomes, community based participa-
tory and mixed methods research, leadership development, and cross-sector 
collaboration to advance health equity.   
 

Nemesia Kelly is an assistant professor and Chair of the Health Equity and 
Criminal Justice Concentration in the TUC Public Health Program. She provides 

support with the development of the survey, study design, outreach, and data analysis for Project COPE. 
Among her research interests are public health impacts of mass incarceration and wrongful conviction, 
carceral and reentry health, criminal justice reform, police violence as a public health issue, and the  
collateral consequences of justice involvement.           

                                 For more information: 
         Visit www.exoneratednation.org  ●  Call (707) 656-5994  ●  Email: gayle.cummings@tu.edu  

 

Exonerated Nation and the Touro University California  Public Health Program are  
                 collaborating on a study to understand coping mechanisms and needs among  
                                                  California exonerees. Meet our team! 
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